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OPINION 1510

Microgaster Latreille, 1804 (Insecta, Hymenoptera): Microgaster

australis Thomson, 1895 designated as the type species

Ruling

(1) Under the plenary powers all previous designations of type species for the

nominal genus Microgaster Latreille, 1804 are hereby set aside and Microgaster

australis Thomson. 1895 is designated as type species.

(2) The name Microgaster Latreille, 1804 (gender: masculine), type species by

designation under the plenary powers in ( 1
) above, Microgaster australis Thomson,

1895, is hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology.

(3) The name australis Thomson, 1895, as published in the binomen Microgaster

australis (specific name of the type species of Microgaster Latreille, 1 804) is hereby

placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology.

History of Case 2397

An application for the designation of Microgaster australis Thomson, 1895 as the

type species of Microgaster Latreille, 1804 was received from Dr W. R. M. Mason
(Biosystematics Research Institute, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada) on 10 November 1981.

After correspondence the case was published in BZN43: 1 73-1 74 (July 1 986). Notice of

the case was sent to appropriate journals. A supportive comment was received from Dr
J. B. Whitfield {Ohio State University, Ohio, U.S.A.) and published in BZN44: 47. A
further supportive comment was received from Dr R. A. Wharton {Texas A and M
University, Texas, U.S.A.).

Decision of the Commission

On 1 December 1987 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the

proposals published in BZN43: 174. At the close of the voting period on 1 March 1988

the votes were as follows:

Affirmative votes —22: Alvarado, Bayer, Cocks, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, Halvorsen,

Heppell, Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Melville, Mroczkowski, Ride, Savage,

Schuster, Starobogatov, Thompson, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink

Negative votes —none.

No votes were returned by Bernardi and Gruchy. Cogger abstained as he thought

there was insufficient information on which to base a vote.

A letter was received from Dr C. van Achterberg {Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke

Historic , Leiden, The Netherlands) after the voting period had ended, although Dr van

Achterberg was unaware of this. Dr van Achterberg said that, as the taxonomy of the

BRACONIDAEis Still far from settled and is under active study, long-term stability would

best be served by adhering to the Principle of Priority and by accepting original type

specimens; as stated in BZN 44: 47, this would result in the use of Microgaster for

the genus normally known as Microplitis Foester, 1862, and the use of Lissogaster

Bengtsson, 1926 for Microgaster auct. Dr van Achterberg further pointed out that not

only Papp (1984; see BZN44: 47) but also Tobias et al. (1986; Opredelitel Faune SSSR,
147: 1-308, figs 1-189) have recently followed this course, so that Microgaster is now
being used in two senses.
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Drs Mason, Wharton and Whitfield were consulted about Dr van Achterberg's

comments. All reiterated their previous position, i.e. that in the present case strict

adherence to priority would cause confusion, since a large number of species ofMicro-

plitis auct. have an applied literature, often extensive. Dr van Achterberg has pointed

out that the ultimate aim is stability of nomenclature, and has agreed that acceptance of

the Commission's vote is a means of achieving this.

Original references

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists by the ruling

given in the present Opinion:

australis, Microgaster, Thomson, 1895, Opuscula Entomologica, p. 2241.

Microgaster Latreille, 1804, Nouveau Dictionnaire d'Histoire Naturelle, vol. 24, p. 175.


